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Senate Democrats proposed Wednesday to bolster long-term care coverage in Medicaid and Medicare

as part of their policy platform should Democrats regain power in Washington.

Senate Finance Committee ranking member Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) led 16 other Senate Democrats in
a letter to colleagues laying out broad goals for nursing homes and home-based services that minority

committee staff will focus on.

The move—which he previewed last week—is part of Democrats’ efforts to sharply contrast their

policies with those of President Donald Trump, whose 2025 tax law enacted large cuts to Medicaid.

“Trump and Republicans took a sledgehammer to this already broken system,” the Senate Democrats
said in the letter. “Republican health care cuts will put unbearable pressure on unpaid family caregivers,
shrink access to home care, depress wages and benefits for workers—many of whom are not earning a

livable wage—and heighten dependence on nursing homes and other institutions.”

The Democrats call for investing in Medicaid home- and community-based services while establishing a
“home care guarantee for people with Medicare.” Medicare pays for acute and post-acute care such as

skilled nursing facilities and home care, not long-term services.

Access to home and community services are potentially under threat as states field more than $900

billion in Medicaid cuts over the next few years. Medicaid is the largest single payer of long-term care

services and it is required to pay for nursing home services, but home- and community-based services

are covered at the option of the state.
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