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The Trump administration is changing the name of the federal health IT 
office back to the Office of the National Coordinator for Health 
Information Technology (ONC). The Tuesday announcement also reverts 
the organization of the office to focus on external IT coordination, 
instead of also overseeing Health and Human Services’ internal use of 
technology. 

In 2024, the Biden administration had appended Assistant Secretary for 
Technology Policy (ASTP) to the office’s title, as well as moved HHS’ 
chief technology officer, chief data officer, and chief AI officer roles to 
ONC’s purview. The new announcement reverses that change, putting 
those offices and some cybersecurity functions back under the office of 
the chief information officer. 

The changes streamline ONC’s purview and focuses it on the 
administration’s priorities of getting patients their health data and 
decreasing the friction in sharing health records.  

Lucia Savage, who worked in ONC as the chief privacy officer for two 
years at the end of the Obama administration, told STAT that this change 
seems “100%” consistent with what the administration wants ONC to do, 
“which is really focus on this core problem of interoperability, the health 
tech ecosystem, people getting their own data. All those things are about 
ONC’s original remit, which is interoperability in the health system writ 
large, not in HHS agencies.” 

Former national coordinator Don Rucker, who held the post for Trump’s 
first presidency, told STAT that the reorganization was a rational move 
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and brings clarity to the office’s mission, which is coordinating national 
health information technology. Under the ASTP configuration, the office 
became split with technology assessment and HHS operations added to 
its plate, he said. 

Thomas Keane, the current national coordinator, said in a press 
release that the changes mean “ONC can focus even more on standards, 
certification, and policy, while our close partnership with OCIO ensures 
that the infrastructure and cybersecurity foundation are in place to 
support the health care system of tomorrow.” The chief information 
officer for HHS is Clark Minor, a former longtime Palantir employee. 

However, even as HHS emphasized ONC’s renewed focus on policy, the 
reorganization seems to de-prioritize policy, renaming ONC’s Office of 
Policy as the Office of Programs and Implementation. 

When asked if the restructuring affects ONC’s personnel or budget, an 
ASTP spokesperson told STAT by email that, “No policy staff are being 
moved and our budget isn’t changing.” 

Savage brought up the recent kerfuffles prompted by electronic health 
records system vendor Epic’s lawsuit against health data network Health 
Gorilla over allegedly improperly sharing patient records. Both 
Epic and Health Gorilla have sent letters to national coordinator Keane, 
asking for clarity and reforms. “If a focus gives ONC the ability to serve 
more firmly, make sure that the stakeholders in the health care 
ecosystem writ large understand what federal policy is and what will be 
enforced, that’s a good thing,” she said. “Let’s not water down their 
attention span.” 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fpress-room%2Fhhs-health-tech-leadership-deliver-data-liquidity-affordability-ai-enabled-health-care-system.html&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322483965852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4akGObv%2BCWdhl%2Bi5%2F44z4WhUgou4Q5cDsdeDssYoZc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fpress-room%2Fhhs-health-tech-leadership-deliver-data-liquidity-affordability-ai-enabled-health-care-system.html&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322483965852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4akGObv%2BCWdhl%2Bi5%2F44z4WhUgou4Q5cDsdeDssYoZc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statnews.com%2F2026%2F03%2F23%2Fepic-systems-lawsuit-fraud-in-health-information-exchanges%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322483984408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BZZVmTfdapEvudXd8qDj6%2BJ76MGdubRnJMXFeqLVBIE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statnews.com%2F2026%2F01%2F13%2Fepic-health-gorilla-lawsuit-patient-records-health-data-interoperability%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322484002683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eoJEYwCTxppAq%2BGjxJIu%2BfBZNorY%2FcV7GcKrSkbzxnk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statnews.com%2F2026%2F01%2F23%2Fhospitals-demand-better-rules-around-health-data-interoperability%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322484025413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fsye8HVjQ8nP09uBT6mYccBvAxi1qjBO74BU46vt%2BQE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statnews.com%2F2026%2F01%2F23%2Fhospitals-demand-better-rules-around-health-data-interoperability%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322484025413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fsye8HVjQ8nP09uBT6mYccBvAxi1qjBO74BU46vt%2BQE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statnews.com%2F2026%2F03%2F31%2Fopenevidence-deal-legion-khealth-botwatch-health-tech%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMakerly.Duarte%40shcare.net%7Cdd45dea81924412d8c1508de90b9410e%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C639107322484045176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QdBFIFlM%2Bij9JzfWwYCEHQTSth9ptXLMu%2FNhZbPvdRc%3D&reserved=0

