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An influential U.S. Senate committee will hold a hearing on the 340B program next 
week, marking the latest congressional scrutiny into the drug discount program. 
  
The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee announced 
Thursday that it will convene an Oct. 23 hearing at 10:00 a.m. ET titled “The 340B 
Program: Examining Its Growth and Impact on Patients.” 
  
HELP Committee Chairman U.S. Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.), a vocal 340B critic who has 
called for major program reforms, will preside over the hearing. Cassidy in April 
released the recommendations and findings from his yearslong inquiry into how 
certain hospitals, health centers, pharmacies and drugmakers operate under the 
340B program, which drew pushback from provider groups. 
  
Meanwhile, HELP Committee Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), who caucuses 
with Democrats, has been an outspoken critic of the pharmaceutical industry and the 
rising cost of prescription drugs. However, he also published a 2023 report criticizing 
the charity care provisions at certain nonprofit hospitals. 
  
The hearing will take place amid an ongoing federal government shutdown, which has 
largely centered on partisan disputes over whether to extend Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) subsidies for 22 million patients set to expire at the end of the year. Because the 
Senate remains in session, the committee can proceed with its scheduled hearing 
even if the shutdown continues. 
  
It also comes amid separate bipartisan discussions over potential 340B legislation in 
the Senate. Four HELP Committee members—U.S. Sens. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.), 
Tim Kaine (D-Va.), John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.) and Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)—are 
part of the bipartisan Senate “group of six” developing the long-anticipated SUSTAIN 
340B Act. The bipartisan group also includes U.S. Sens. Shelley Moore Capito (R-
W.Va.) and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), who are not on the HELP Committee. 
  
The upcoming hearing is likely to touch on the Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) 
September report on 340B growth. That report, which Cassidy and GOP House 
leaders requested, found that covered entities participating in the 340B prime vendor 



 

program spent nearly $44 billion on discounted drugs in 2021, up from $6.6 billion in 
2010. 
  
The CBO attributed the growth to overall drug spending increases, expanded contract 
pharmacy use, provider consolidation and expanded participation following the ACA. 
It also suggested that the 340B program may incentivize behaviors that increase 
federal spending—a claim that prompted strong pushback from 340B providers, who 
argued that the program reduces costs for taxpayers and improves access to care for 
low-income patients. 
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