Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515
October 21, 2025
The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable John Thune
Speaker Majority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate
H-232, The Capitol S-230, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson and Majority Leader Thune:

We write today on behalf of millions of farmers and rural Americans who are facing increased health costs and
decreased access to critical health care services if Congressional Republicans do not work with Democrats to
reach a bipartisan deal to open the government and remedy the health care crisis that is already roiling rural
America. Your inaction on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) enhanced premium tax credits, combined with the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act’s draconian cuts to Medicaid, are a betrayal of all Americans. But the burden of
these cuts falls heavily on those who live in rural communities and those who work tirelessly to feed and fuel
our nation.

Right now, ACA marketplace enrollees are receiving premium notices for plan year 2026, which show an
average premium increase of 18% nationally — double the average premium increase in 2025, and triple the
average increase in 2024." For marketplace enrollees that will be losing their premium tax credits, their
premium increases could reach 114%.? As you have been repeatedly warned by Democrats, insurance regulators
and health care professionals, these rate increases are a direct result of your resistance to extending the ACA
enhanced premium tax credits.’ This hits our farmers, ranchers and rural Americans right where it hurts. 27% of
farmers rely on ACA marketplaces for their coverage, and 2.8 million enrollees in ACA marketplace plans live
in rural counties.*’ Rural residents’ average cost increase will be 28% higher than that of urban residents, and
residents of some rural areas will see their costs increase by 90%.%’ For example, in South Dakota, the average
marketplace premium for those that receive premium tax credits is projected to increase sixfold - from $114 to

$695.°

Further, the Rural Health Transformation Program that Republicans are touting as a new investment does not
come close to correcting the damage that the One Big Beautiful Bill Act is already doing to rural America’s
health infrastructure. This temporary infusion of funds fails to make whole rural hospitals and health care
providers that stand to lose a total of $137 billion between the expiration of the ACA enhanced tax credits and
cuts to Medicaid.” As a result, rural hospitals across the country are closing their doors — forcing those in rural
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areas to travel further for care or forgo treatment altogether.'® This also increases the strain on community
resources, causing remaining rural hospitals to overflow and stretching emergency services to the brink."

All this at a time when rural communities are struggling with the high cost of living and farm country is on the
brink of economic crisis. The Trump Administration’s trade war has helped to drive up input costs for
agriculture producers almost $12 billion compared to 2024 while it also eliminating the market access our
farmers, ranchers and growers depend upon.'> The combination of these factors has been devastating, so much
so that in the first half of 2025 we’ve seen farm bankruptcies increase 57% compared to the previous year.” The
last thing our neighbors in farm country need is another increased expense at the hand of the Trump
Administration.

We urge you to come to the table to discuss a bipartisan solution to prevent a new health care tax on the
American people — and a particularly hefty one for rural Americans. Our constituents — and yours — want to see
the ACA enhanced premium tax credits extended and Medicaid funding restored.'*"” We stand ready to work
with you to uplift our nation’s farmers, invest in rural America and avoid a health care cliff that will endanger
the lives and livelihoods of millions of Americans who are depending on us to do better by them.

Sincerely,

0’1 44,,,/

Angie Cralg
Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

St YA

Shontel M. Brown
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Nikki Budzinski ¥
Member of Congress

;elly Mbson

Member of Congress

S MHAL
SaratrMcBride

Member of Congress

T

Téresa Leger Fermindez
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Sufanne Bonamici
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress
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Eric Sorchsen
Member of Congress
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Haley M. Sévens
Member of Congress



