AMERICA’S
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HOSPITALS

May 13, 2024

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar
United States Senate

425 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sen. Klobuchar:

America’s Essential Hospitals is the leading association and champion for hospitals that
provide safety net care for low-income and other disadvantaged patients. Essential hospitals are
committed to training the next generation of health professionals and equipping them with the
necessary skills to provide culturally and linguistically competent care. More than 80 percent of
essential hospitals are teaching institutions, and, on average, essential hospitals trained nearly
three times as many physicians as other U.S. teaching hospitals. It is an association priority to
support efforts to bolster and protect our health care workforce.

America’s Essential Hospitals commends your efforts to protect allied health residencies amid
recent changes to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) auditing procedures
related to allied health residency program requirements. Allied health professional residency
programs help train the next generation of pharmacists; clinical pastoral counselors and
chaplains; occupational, speech, and physical therapists; medical laboratory scientists; and
other integral members of patient care teams and the health care system. These residency
programs support allied health professionals’ career development and enhance patient
satisfaction, care outcomes, and safety by ensuring a well-trained, diverse workforce.

We share your concerns that clawing back Medicare pass-through funds to hospitals for the
operation of pharmacy residency programs will hurt patients and our nation's health care
workforce. When CMS enforces a strict interpretation of residency program regulatory
compliance standards without adequately communicating these standards to allied health
professional residency programs, including pharmacy residencies, these programs must
navigate a maze of compliance requirements with little guidance, leaving them vulnerable to
substantial financial penalties. We encourage the administration to clarify residence program
compliance standards to ensure hospitals and allied health professional residency programs
receive needed support and guidance to continue their work without undue financial burdens.

Sincerely,
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