
  

Can price transparency Learn to Fly? 

SARAH OWERMOHLE/STAT 

More than 2,000 hill staffers, lobbyists, and a few lawmakers themselves 
turned up to the latest billionaire-funded, star-studded effortto push health 
cost transparency: A Foo Fighters concert hosted by Power to the Patients 
fixture Joe “Fat Joe” Cartagena and Public Enemy’s Chuck D. Among a mix of 
fresh-from-the-hill suits and flannels befitting the night’s headliners, STAT’s 
Sarah Owermohle also spotted Reps. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-Iowa), 
Nanette Barragán (D-Calif.), André Carson (D-Ind.), and Greg Casar (D-
Texas), among others. 

But is this march of concerts and Super Bowl ads really working? While the 
House passed price transparency legislation last year, the Senate hasn’t moved 
on its own version. With health care priorities punted to December, advocates 
could be looking to the sky to save price transparency action. 
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These events are “really holding our legislators accountable,” Cynthia Fisher, 
the wealthy patient rights’ advocate who orchestrated these events, told STAT. 
“They are swarmed with the special interests, the lawyers and the lobbyists of 
the healthcare industrial complex.” So what if these advocates say they’re not 
like the others? 

Fisher and Cartagena wouldn’t say what kind of concert or celebrity-filled ad 
campaign we could expect next, though STAT did ask Cartagena if he’d 
brought it up with Jennifer Lopez after starring as her therapist in the 
musical-movie experience “This is Me…Now.” 

“I don’t know…I am her therapist,” he joked. “I should have told her to ask me 
for the bill upfront." 

 


