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Billionaires Pushing into the States with their 

Anti-Hospital Messages.  Site Neutral, 

Consolidation Remain Top Targets 
September 20, 2023 

 

The Billionaires (Arnold Ventures, PatientRightsAdvocate.org, West Health) are using the results 

from the “research” they funded over the past year to promote their anti-hospital rhetoric on 

issues ranging from hospital consolidation, site neutralizing HOPD payments (Medicare and 

commercial), price transparency and the use of price estimates, the definition of charity care and 

tax-exempt status more broadly.  

• Arnold Ventures has a dedicated site to promote “Same service, same price” – click here. 

Click here for the “fact” sheet. Joining in the refrain is Families, USA – click here. 

 

States organizations are increasingly being supported by Arnold Ventures and 

PatientRightsAdvocacte.org to push site neutral payments, eliminating facility fees and other 

anti-hospital measures.  Click here for Arnold Venture’s take on their work in the states. 

 

• Arnold Ventures is “sponsoring” time with regional television news programs and using 

their own staff for the interview with the local television talent.   The interviews are 

focused on site-neutral payment policy.  They are now calling the initiative: “same 

service, same price.”  

 

o In Salt Lake City, UT - click here. 

o In Kearney, NE - click here. 

o In Sacramento, CA - click here. 

o In Baltimore, MD - click here. 

o In Tulsa, OK – click here. 

 

• Arnold Ventures has formed a new group – the Alliance for Fair Pricing – which released 

a report entitled, “Health Care Consolidation:  Background, Consequences, and Policy 

Levers.” It argues that hospital consolidation and lack of market competition increases 

health care prices. 

 

o Click here for the press release, here for the summary and here for the report. 

https://www.arnoldventures.org/work/site-neutral
https://craftmediabucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/AV-Site-Neutral-Fact-Sheet-9-14-23.pdf
https://sameservicesameprice.org/
https://www.arnoldventures.org/stories/states-are-taking-on-unfair-hospital-billing-practices
https://kutv.com/features/fresh-living/navigating-medical-costs-solutions
https://nebraska.tv/features/ntvs-good-life/what-is-driving-higher-health-care-costs
https://www.abc10.com/video/sponsor-story/arnold-ventures-health-policy-expert-discusses-lowering-health-care-costs-for-all-sponsored/103-8b07112b-44b8-4384-831b-fdb248cb1110
https://foxbaltimore.com/news/bmore-lifestyle/health-policy-expert-discusses-lowering-health-care-costs-for-all
https://ktul.com/good-day-tulsa/segments/arnold-ventures-explains-why-families-are-struggling-with-healthcare-costs
https://www.arnoldventures.org/newsroom/health-policy-leaders-launch-coalition-to-protect-consumers-and-employers-from-predatory-health-care-pricing
https://allianceforfairhealthpricing.org/publications/healthcareconsolidationreport/
https://allianceforfairhealthpricing.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/203/Health-Care-Consolidation-Background-Consequences-and-Policy-Levers_AFFHP_9.13.2023-1.pdf
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o Alliance Members include the American Academy of Family Physicians, 

American Benefits Council, Arnold Ventures, Families USA, the ERISA Industry 

Committee, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Purchaser Business Group on 

Health and Small Business Majority. 

o Click here for an opinion piece from the ERISA Industry Committee’s CEO 

entitled, “Hospitals Taking Hostages to Demand More of Your Paycheck” in the 

Dayton Daily News, September 13, 2023. 

 

• Politico Ad: 

o  A message from Arnold Ventures: When hospitals consolidate, prices go up, and 

everyone loses. As big hospitals are gaming the system, patients and taxpayers are 

paying the price. Site-neutral payment policies would put an end to hospital 

consolidation and protect Americans from more than $140 billion in 

overpayments every year. It’s no wonder that 85% of voters from both sides 

support site-neutral policy solutions. Now, Congress has the opportunity to protect 

patients and save taxpayer dollars. It’s time to put patients before profits and enact 

site-neutral health care. Learn more. 

 

• Arnold Ventures has a 2-pager on lowering commercial prices that includes “prohibiting 

anticompetitive contracting terms” – similar to language pending in the workforce bill 

before the Senate HELP Committee. Click here for the 2-pager and here for the 

workforce draft. 

 

• Arnold Ventures is funding two projects from the Lown Institute for $1.5 million. Click 

here for the Lown Institute press release. 

o To examine not-for-profit hospitals’ tax exemptions and how they relate to patient 

financial assistance and other community investment, and 

o To examine hospitals’ financial assistance, billing and collection processes 

complete with a national database documenting the policies, including the extent 

to which hospital will deny care, pursue legal action, and send patients to 

collection agencies. 

 

 

https://strategichealthcare.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/VOICES.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F566365713%3B375552373%3Br&data=05%7C01%7Cdiane.turpin%40shcare.net%7C5701d033244a47d6fb4a08dbb3a2665a%7C9b9790ee2fe14cf8a3451c47c79aef30%7C0%7C0%7C638301282316666729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hqetdH2ZmWAKLUcdAQxf%2BVXkDzU0cVx5DIt1Cif7I18%3D&reserved=0
https://craftmediabucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/AVCommercial-Prices-Policy-Sheet-v2.pdf
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/Bipartisan-Primary-Care-and-Health-Workforce-Act.pdf
https://strategichealthcare.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PRESS-RELEASE.pdf

