Key House panel plots a new health care package

— complicating the chamber’s agenda

By Rachel Cohrs
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C z ASHINGTON — It’s two weeks until Congress leaves town in August, and

a prominent House panel is throwing a wrench in what seemed like a smooth path
forward for legislation to require more transparency in health care prices, and to
change Medicare drug payments.

The House Energy & Commerce Committee already introduced, held multiple hearings
on, and unanimously passed out of committee a package of legislation including
transparency requirements for hospitals and pharmacy benefit managers and a so-called
“site-neutral” pav policy for drugs administered in doctors’ offices.

But leaders of the House Ways & Means Committee are planning to release their own
health care legislation this month, complicating the chamber’s path to passing something

soon, four lobbyists told STAT.

It’s unclear how different the new package could be from the other committee’s bill, or
from others circulating in Congress. But Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means
share primary jurisdiction over health care issues, so if their approaches conflict, it has
the potential to at least slow down the House’s progress.

Congress heads out of town shortly, and three lobbyists told STAT that a markup would
likely slip to next week, if it happens at all before the upcoming August recess. After that
break, the House only has 12 legislative days and a slew of major deadlines — including
averting a government shutdown and renewing pandemic preparedness legislation —
before the end of September.

The House Education & Workforce committee held its own markup on a different
version of a health care transparency package. That package contained fewer reporting
requirements for hospitals than the Energy & Commerce approach.

The House Ways & Means Committee and Energy & Commerce Committee have a
history of high-profile conflict over controversial health care issues. In 2020,
disagreements between the two panels over approaches to stopping surprise medical
bills nearly killed the effort entirely.
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