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2189

“(B) STAFFED EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT.—
For purposes of subparagraph (A)(i), an emergency
department of a rural emergency hospital shall be
considered a staffed cmergeney department if it
meets the following requirements:

“(1) The emergency department is staffed
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

“(11) A physician (as defined in section
1861(r)(1)), nurse practitioner, clinical nurse
spectalist, or physician assistant (as those terms
are defined in section 1861(aa)(5)) is available
to furnish rural emergency hospital services in
the facility 24 hours a day.

“(ii) Applicable staffing and staffing re-
sponsibilities under section 485.631 of title 42,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any successor
regulation).

“(2) RuraL EMERGENCY HOSPITAL—The term
Tural emergeney hospital” means a facility deseribed in
paragraph (3) that—

“(A) 1s enrolled under section 1866(j), submits
the additional information deseribed in paragraph
(4)(A) for purposes of such enrollment, and makes
the detailed transition plan deseribed in clause (1) of

such paragraph available to the publie, in a form

December 21, 2020 (7:54 a.m.)
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2190
and manner determined appropriate by the See-
retary;

“(B) does not provide any acute care inpatient
services, other than those described in paragraph
(6)(A);

“(0) has in effect a transfer agreement with a
level T or level 11 trauma center;

“(D) meets—

“(1) licensure requirements as described in
paragraph (5);

“(11) the requirements of a staffed emer-
gency department as described in paragraph
(1)(B);

“(111) such staff traming and certification
requirements as the Secretary may require;

“(iv) conditions of participation applicable
to—

“(I) eritical access hospitals, with re-
speet to emergencey services under section

485.618 of title 42, Code of Federal Regu-

lations (or any successor regulation); and

“(11) hospital emergeney departments
under this title, as determined applicable

by the Secretary;
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for enrollment under section 1866()) as a 1ural
emergency hospital shall submit the following infor-
mation at such time and in such form as the Sec-

retary may require:

“(1) An action plan for initiating rural
emergency hospital services (as defined in para-
eraph (1)), including a detailed transition plan
that lists the specific services that the facility
will—

“(I) retain;

“(IT) modity
“(III) add; and
“(1V) discontinue.

“(i1) A description of services that the fa-
cility intends to furnish on an outpatient basis
pursuant to paragraph (1)(A)(Gi).

“(ii1) Information regarding how the facil-
ity intends to use the additional facility pay-
ment provided under seetion 1834(x)(2), includ-
ing a description of the services covered under
this title that the additional facility payment
would be supporting, such as furnishing tele-
health services and ambulance services, inelud-

ing operating the facility and mamtaining the
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“(i1) 18 approved by the ageney of such State or
locality responsible for licensing hospitals, as meet-
ing the standards established for such licensing.

“(6) DISCRETIONARY AUTITORITY.—A 1ural emer-

gency hospital may—

“(A) include a unit of the facility that is a dis-
tinet part licensed as a skilled nursing faality to fur-
nish post-hospital extended eare services; and

“(B) be considered a hospital with less than 50
beds for purposes of the exeeption to the payment
limit for rural health clinies under section 1833(f).
“(7) QUALITY MEASUREMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Scerctary shall estab-
lish quality measurement reporting requirements for
rural emergency hospitals, which may nclude the
use of a small naumber of c¢laims-based onteomes
measures or surveys of patients with respect to their
experience in the rural emergency hospital, in ae-
cordance with the suceeeding provisions of this para-
graph.

“(B) QUALITY REPORTING BY RURAL EMER-
GENCY TTOSPITALS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—With respect to each
vear beginning with 2023, (or each vear begin-

ning on or after the date that is one year after
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gven to measures that have been endorsed or

adopted by a consensus organization identified

by the Secretary.
“(n1) CONSIDERATION OF LOW CASE VOI-

UME WHEN SPECIFYING PERFORMANCE MEAS-
URES.—The Secretary shall, in the selection of
measures  speeified under this  subparagraph,
take into consideration ways to account for
rural emergency hospitals that lack sufficient
case volume to ensure that the performance
rates for such measures are reliable.

“(D) PuUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF DATA SUB-
MITTED.—The Seeretary shall establish procedures
for making data submitted under subparagraph (B)
avallable to the publi¢ regarding the performance of
mdividual rural emergeney hospitals. Such  proce-
dures shall ensure that a rural emergency hospital
has the opportunity to review, and submit correc-
tions for, the data that is to be made publie with re-
spect to the rural emergency hospital prior to such
data being made public. Such information shall be
posted on the Internet website of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services in an easily under-
standable format as determined appropriate by the

Seeretary.
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Secction 1833(a) of the
Social Security Aet (42 U.S.C. 1395l(a)) is
amended—

(1) n paragraph (8), by striking

“and” at the end;
(11) I paragraph (9), by striking the
period at the end and mserting ¢

and

; and’’;
(111) by inserting after paragraph (9)
the following new paragraph:

“(10) with respect to rural emergency hospital
services furnished on or after Jamuary 1, 2023, the
amounts determined under seetion 1834(x).”.

(B) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—Section 1834 of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m) is
amended by adding at the end the following
subsection:

“(x) PAYMENT RULES RELATING TO RURAL EMER-

19 GENCY HOSPITALS.—

20

22
23
24
25

December 21, 2020 (7:54 a.m.)

“(1) PAYMENT FOR RURAL EMERGENCY HOS-
PITAL SERVICES.—In the case of rural emergency
hospital ~ services  (as  defined  in section
1861(kkk)(1)), furnished by a rural emergency hos-
pital (as defined in section 1861(kkk)(2)) on or after

January 1, 2023, the amount of payment for such
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1 “and a 1ural emergency hospital (as defined in
2 section 1861(kkk)(2))” before the period.
3 (¢) TREATMENT AS TELEHEALTH ORIGINATING
4 SITE—Scction 1834(m)(4)(C)(11) of the Social Sceurity
5 Aect (42 U.S.C. 1395m(m)(4)(C)(i1)) is amended by adding
6 at the end the following new subclause:
q “(XI) A rural emergeney hospital
8 (as detined n section
9 1861 (kkk)(2)).”.
10 (d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
11 (1) Section 1861(u) of the Social Security Act
12 (42 U.S.C. 1395x(u)) is amended by inserting “rural
13 emergeney hospital,” after “citical access hospital,”.
14 (2) Section 1864 of the Social Security Act (42
15 U.S.C. 1395aa) is amended by inserting before the
16 period at the end of the first sentence ©, o1 whether
17 a facility is a rural emergeney hospital as defined in
18 section 1861(kkk)(2).
19 (¢) STUDIES AND REPORTS.—
20 (1) STuDpIES.—The Secretary of Health and
21 Human Services shall conduct 3 studies to evaluate
22 the impact of rural emergency hospitals on the avail-
23 ability of health care and health outcomes in rural
24 areas (as defined in section 1836(d)(2)(D) of the

December 21, 2020 (7:54 a.m.)
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Social Seeurity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(2)(D))).
The Secretary shall conduct a study—
(A) 4 vears after the date of the enactment
of this Act;
(B) 7 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Aet; and
(C) 10 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Aect.

(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 6 months after
cach date that the Seerctary of Health and Human
Services is required to conduct a study under para-
eraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
report containing the results of cach such study.

(3) FunDING.—For purposes of carrying out
this subsection, the Secretary of Health and Human
Serviees shall provide for the transfer, from the Fed-
eral Hospital Insurance Trust Fund under seetion
1817 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395i1)
and the Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance
Trust Fund under section 1841 of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1395t), in such proportion as the Secretary
determines appropriate, to the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services Program Management Account,

of $9,000,000. Amounts transferred under the pre-
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ceding sentence  shall remain  available until  ex-
pended.
(f) MEDPAC REVIEW OF PAYMENTS T0O RURAL

EMERGENCY HOSPITALS.

Kach report submitted by the
Medicare Payment Advisory Commission under section
1805(b)(1)(C) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395b—6(b)(1)(C)) (beginning with 2024), shall include a

review of payments to rural emergency hospitals under

O 0o 1 N it B W N

section 1834(x), as added by subsection (a).

—
=

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by

[E——y
e

this section shall apply to items and services furnished on

p—
[\

or after January 1, 2023.

[—
(O8]

SEC. 126. DISTRIBUTION OF ADDITIONAL RESIDENCY POSI-

B

TIONS.

[A—Y
n

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(h) of the Social Se-

J—
@)}

curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(h)) is amended

—
~J

(1) in paragraph (4)(I)(i), by striking “para-

juy
o0

graphs (7) and (8)” and inserting “paragraphs (7),

—
O

(8), and (9)";

o
o

(2) m paragraph (4)(H)(i), Ly striking “para-

[N
[y

graphs (7) and (8)” and inserting “paragraphs (7),

]
(N}

(8), and (9)”;

o
(V8]

(3) m paragraph (7)(E), by inserting ‘“para-

7

graph (9),” after “paragraph (8),”; and

(W]
=~
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