
April 10, 2020 

 

Honorable Mitch McConnell     Honorable Chuck Schumer 

Majority Leader      Minority Leader 

U.S. Senate        U.S. Senate 

 

Honorable Nancy Pelosi     Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker of the House      Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 

 

Dear Congressional Leaders: 

 

We greatly appreciate your leadership in this time of national crisis and thank you for your quick 

actions to strengthen America’s health care infrastructure with desperately needed financial support. 

The expanded accelerated payment policy for Medicare providers is an extremely helpful approach that 

allows us to maintain essential medical services for all patients.  As you know, our hospitals have 

canceled tens-of-thousands of elective surgeries and non-emergent patient tests at the government’s 

request to help assure there is adequate hospital capacity during the epidemic.  This major shift has put 

America’s hospitals, including our own, on the brink of financial disaster.  

 

The Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector General report released April 6 

(Hospital Experiences Responding to the COVID-19 Pandemic: Results of a National Pulse Survey 

March 23-27, 2020) found that substantial financial assistance is a top priority for all hospitals as we 

struggle to maintain services to the communities we serve.  

 

We write to you today respectfully requesting that Congress forgive all accelerated payments 

that hospitals and other providers receive, as authorized in Section 3179 of the CARES Act.  We 

ask you to include this policy change in the next COVID-19 relief legislation. While this change may 

still not provide enough financial support to hospitals, the situation can be re-evaluated as the course of 

the epidemic becomes more certain. 

 

Unless these loans are forgiven, hospitals will be facing another financial crisis just four months from 

now as the government begins to withhold Medicare payments for services provided after the 

pandemic fades and until the loans are repaid.   While the $100 billion provider grant program, 

designed to provide support to all providers, will be helpful, we believe it will be woefully inadequate 

to compensate for our mounting losses.  Without substantially more financial support, it is nearly 

certain that many hospitals will be forced to close or significantly reduce health care services over the 

next several months – and perhaps longer. This would be a tragic consequence, especially if the nation 

is hit with another round of the viral epidemic later this year.  

 

Thank you for considering this request. We stand ready to work with you in every way to support our 

men and women on the frontline caring for those with the coronavirus.  These heroes need to know 

that the nation will provide whatever it takes to assure they will have the resources to continue the 

battle. 

 

Sincerely,  


