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COVID-19:  Key CMS Documents 
Updated: March 31, 2020 

This memo updates our key documents from CMS, FDA and other agencies. For the complete 

list of CMS documents related to COVID-19, click here.  

 

Waivers: 

CMS Expanded Waivers Impacting Telehealth, Home-Based Testing, Benefits for Hospital 

Employees and more - Click here for the CMS Fact Sheet, and here for the Interim Final Rule 

(3/30/20). 

Payment: 

CMS Fact Sheet on Accelerated Payments, click here; for Press release, click here (3/28/20). 

Reporting: 

For new COVID-19 test result reporting requirements, click here (3/29/20). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

March 26, 2020 

 

HHS: 

Resources for Hospitals and Healthcare Professionals Preparing for Patients with Suspected or 

Confirmed COVID-19 – click here (3/25/20) 

Notice of Designation of Scarce Materials or Threatened Materials Subject to COVID-19, 

Hoarding Prevention Measures Under Executive Order – click here (3/25/20) 

CMS: 

New Guidance Regarding Enhanced Medicaid Funding for States – Federal Medical Assistance 

Percentage (FMAP) Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – click here (3/26/20) 

Guidance on Payment and Grace Period Flexibilities for Issuers Offering Coverage on the 

Federally-facilitated Exchanges and State-based Exchanges on the Federal Platform – click here 

(3/24/20) 

https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS9mYWN0LXNoZWV0cy9hZGRpdGlvbmFsLWJhY2tncm91bmRzd2VlcGluZy1yZWd1bGF0b3J5LWNoYW5nZXMtaGVscC11cy1oZWFsdGhjYXJlLXN5c3RlbS1hZGRyZXNzLWNvdmlkLTE5LXBhdGllbnQ%3d&j=333576760&e=1191&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=78436757fb6f002d69fb0369b9fee21f
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9maWxlcy9kb2N1bWVudC9jb3ZpZC1maW5hbC1pZmMucGRm&j=333576760&e=1191&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=5e6e52459205ed52528c6fe8bc0afcf1
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/Accelerated-and-Advanced-Payments-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-provides-financial-relief-medicare-providers
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/32920-hospital-letter-vice-president-pence.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/preparedness-checklists.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/hhs-dfa-notice-of-scarce-materials-for-hoarding-prevention.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/downloads/covid-19-section-6008-faqs.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/faqs-payment-and-grace-period-covid-19.pdf
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FDA: 

 

Temporary Policy for Manufacture of Alcohol for Incorporation Into Alcohol-Based Hand 

Sanitizer Products During the Public Health Emergency (COVID-19) Guidance for Industry - 

click here (3/25/20) 

 

FDA added hydroxychloroquine sulfate to category 1 under the Interim Policy on Compounding 

Using Bulk Drug Substances Under Section 503B of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 

– click here (3/25/20) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

March 24, 2020 

 

CMS: 

CMS Approves 11 Additional Medicaid Section 1135 Waivers – click here (3/23/20) 

CMS Reporting Requirement Exceptions and Extensions - click here for details (3/22/20) 

 

Click here for CMS checklists and tools (3/22/20) to permit states to 

 -access emergency administrative relief,  

-make temporary modifications to Medicaid eligibility and benefit requirements, 

-serve individuals with disabilities and the elderly in their homes, and 

-modify payment rules  

 

HRSA: 

 

HHS Awards $100M to Health Centers for COVID-19 - Click here. 

FEMA: 

FEMA Funds Available for Not-For-Profit Providers - click here for details. 

FDA: 

FDA's Updated Guidance on Ventilators - click here for the letter and here for the detailed 

guidance document (3/22/20) 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March 19, 2020 
 

National emergency designation -click here. (3/13/20) 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-manufacture-alcohol-incorporation-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-products-during
https://www.fda.gov/media/94402/download
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-approves-medicaid-section-1135-waivers-11-additional-states-response-covid-19
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS9wcmVzcy1yZWxlYXNlcy9jbXMtYW5ub3VuY2VzLXJlbGllZi1jbGluaWNpYW5zLXByb3ZpZGVycy1ob3NwaXRhbHMtYW5kLWZhY2lsaXRpZXMtcGFydGljaXBhdGluZy1xdWFsaXR5LXJlcG9ydGluZw%3d%3d&j=333492803&e=1195&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=3fa37d839951e1eb20d45f997d5bb8dd
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-approves-medicaid-section-1135-waivers-11-additional-states-response-covid-19
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/hhs-awards-100-million-to-health-centers-for-covid-19-response.html
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmVtYS5nb3YvcHVibGljLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtbG9jYWwtc3RhdGUtdHJpYmFsLWFuZC1ub24tcHJvZml0&j=333492803&e=1195&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=f97791ed059f3039611ecc5785c7756d
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmRhLmdvdi9tZWRpY2FsLWRldmljZXMvbGV0dGVycy1oZWFsdGgtY2FyZS1wcm92aWRlcnMvdmVudGlsYXRvci1zdXBwbHktbWl0aWdhdGlvbi1zdHJhdGVnaWVzLWxldHRlci1oZWFsdGgtY2FyZS1wcm92aWRlcnM%3d&j=333492803&e=1195&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=294514c10db3afd7f9056607623ea515
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmRhLmdvdi9tZWRpYS8xMzYzMTgvZG93bmxvYWQ%3d&j=333492803&e=1195&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=c56cede93f17e29221f6a02de62a355b
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2hpdGVob3VzZS5nb3YvcHJlc2lkZW50aWFsLWFjdGlvbnMvcHJvY2xhbWF0aW9uLWRlY2xhcmluZy1uYXRpb25hbC1lbWVyZ2VuY3ktY29uY2VybmluZy1ub3ZlbC1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1kaXNlYXNlLWNvdmlkLTE5LW91dGJyZWFrLw%3d%3d&j=333384815&e=1115&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=e5b538b96974627769bbc1a0813398ef
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Elective Surgeries: 

Click here for the one-page overview and here for the two-page recommendation to limit non-

essential planned surgeries and procedures. (3/18/20) 

 

Waivers: 

• Blanket waivers for COVID 19: Click here for the CMS Fact Sheet and here for the CMS 

press release.  (3/13/20) 

• For additional waivers, click here for the 1/31/20 Public Health Emergency declaration. 

 

Coverage Guidance: 

• Frequently Asked Questions to Assist Medicare Providers (UPDATED 3/23/20) 

• Fact sheet:  Medicare Coverage and Payment Related to COVID-19 (UPDATED 

3/23/20) 

• Fact sheet:  Medicaid and CHIP Coverage and Payment Related to COVID-19 

(PDF) 3/5/20)  

• FAQs for Medicaid and CHIP, click here. (3/12/20) 

• CMS Guidance re Medicare Advantage and Part D Plans. Click here for the Press release 

and here for the Memorandum. (3/10/20) 

 

Clinical and Technical Guidance: 

• EMTALA requirements related to COVID-19 click here. (3/9/20) 

 

Billing & coding guidance: 

 

• Frequently asked questions about Medicare fee-for-service emergency-related policies 

and procedures without an 1135 waiver (PDF) (3/16/20) 

• Frequently asked questions about Medicare fee-for-service emergency-related policies 

and procedures with an 1135 waiver (PDF) (3/16/20) 

• Fact sheet:  Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC) COVID-19 Test Pricing (PDF) 

(3/13/20) 

• COVID-19: New ICD-10-CM Code and Interim Coding Guidance (2/20/20) 

Telehealth: 

• Click here for the CMS Fact Sheet, including billing information; click here for the 

FAQs. (3/17/20) 

• For the OIG Policy Statement, click here and here for the OIG Fact Sheet. (3/17/20) 

http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS9wcmVzcy1yZWxlYXNlcy9jbXMtcmVsZWFzZXMtcmVjb21tZW5kYXRpb25zLWFkdWx0LWVsZWN0aXZlLXN1cmdlcmllcy1ub24tZXNzZW50aWFsLW1lZGljYWwtc3VyZ2ljYWwtYW5kLWRlbnRhbA%3d%3d&j=333434396&e=1195&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=e4cc917d5b2dd63c9252acec6909e37f
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9maWxlcy9kb2N1bWVudC8zMTgyMC1jbXMtYWR1bHQtZWxlY3RpdmUtc3VyZ2VyeS1hbmQtcHJvY2VkdXJlcy1yZWNvbW1lbmRhdGlvbnMucGRm&j=333434396&e=1195&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=991b7c0ddd3ab6c2c12fdcb1a51bfaf0
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9maWxlcy9kb2N1bWVudC9jb3ZpZDE5LWVtZXJnZW5jeS1kZWNsYXJhdGlvbi1oZWFsdGgtY2FyZS1wcm92aWRlcnMtZmFjdC1zaGVldC5wZGY%3d&j=333417049&e=1184&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=d4eb4e47d147340dcbe6a88098e02389
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS9wcmVzcy1yZWxlYXNlcy9jbXMtdGFrZXMtYWN0aW9uLW5hdGlvbndpZGUtYWdncmVzc2l2ZWx5LXJlc3BvbmQtY29yb25hdmlydXMtbmF0aW9uYWwtZW1lcmdlbmN5&j=333417049&e=1184&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=09fd657f975345150decf037443cc444
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGhlLmdvdi9lbWVyZ2VuY3kvbmV3cy9oZWFsdGhhY3Rpb25zL3NlY3Rpb24xMTM1L1BhZ2VzL2NvdmlkMTktMTNNYXJjaDIwLmFzcHg%3d&j=333417049&e=1184&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=7af67dff979d8318494777e869474c2a
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/03092020-covid-19-faqs-508.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/03052020-medicare-covid-19-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/03052020-medicaid-covid-19-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/03052020-medicaid-covid-19-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-publishes-first-set-covid-19-frequently-asked-questions-faqs-state-medicaid-and-childrens-health
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-guidance-help-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-plans-respond-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/hpms-memo-covid-information-plans.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-15-hospitalcahemtala.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/Downloads/Consolidated_Medicare_FFS_Emergency_QsAs.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/Downloads/Consolidated_Medicare_FFS_Emergency_QsAs.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/Downloads/MedicareFFS-EmergencyQsAs1135Waiver.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/Downloads/MedicareFFS-EmergencyQsAs1135Waiver.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mac-covid-19-test-pricing.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-educationoutreachffsprovpartprogprovider-partnership-email-archive/2020-02-27#_Toc33530673
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY21zLmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS9mYWN0LXNoZWV0cy9tZWRpY2FyZS10ZWxlbWVkaWNpbmUtaGVhbHRoLWNhcmUtcHJvdmlkZXItZmFjdC1zaGVldA%3d%3d&j=333417049&e=1184&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=5710786c4d09f67676630fcf9b9ba1a6
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly9lZGl0LmNtcy5nb3YvZmlsZXMvZG9jdW1lbnQvbWVkaWNhcmUtdGVsZWhlYWx0aC1mcmVxdWVudGx5LWFza2VkLXF1ZXN0aW9ucy1mYXFzLTMxNzIwLnBkZg%3d%3d&j=333417049&e=1184&p=1&t=h&F1A25126D47F41A09BC8C1E75CF1C236&h=d51344e5c39164d90198506a6ae417d8
https://oig.hhs.gov/fraud/docs/alertsandbulletins/2020/policy-telehealth-2020.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/fraud/docs/alertsandbulletins/2020/factsheet-telehealth-2020.pdf
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Facemasks/respirators: 

• Click here for the CMS press release and here for CMS Memo; Click here for FDA Press 

Release (3/10/20) 

Laboratories: 

• FDA Regulatory Relief for Diagnostic Testing, click here (3/16/20) 

 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact any member of the Strategic Health Care team 

at 202-266-2600. 

 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/covid-19-response-news-alert-cms-issues-key-protective-mask-guidance-healthcare-workers
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-17-all.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-and-cdc-take-action-increase-access-respirators-including-n95s
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-more-regulatory-relief-during-outbreak-continues-help

